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TRANSLATIONS 
 
 
 
1. Gestillte Sehnsucht/Stilled Longing 
Steeped in a golden evening glow, 
how solemnly the forests stand! 
In quiet voices the little birds breathe 
into the soft fluttering of evening breezes. 
What does the wind whisper, and the little birds? 
They whisper the world into slumber. 
 
You desires, that stir 
in my heart without rest or peace! 
You longings that move my heart, 
When will you rest, when will you sleep? 
By the whispering of the wind, and of the little birds? 
You yearning desires, when will you fall asleep? 
 
What will come of these dreamy flights? 
What stirs me so anxiously, so sweetly? 
It comes pulling me from far-off hills, 
It comes from the trembling gold of the sun. 
The wind whispers loudly, as do the little birds; 
The longing, the longing – it will not fall asleep. 
 
Alas, when no longer into the golden distance 
does my spirit hurry on dream-wings, 
when no more on the eternally distant stars 
does my longing gaze rest; 
Then the wind and the little birds 
will whisper away my longing, along with my life. 
 

2. Geistliches Wiegenlied/Sacred Lullaby 
You who hover 
Around these palms 
In night and wind, 
You holy angels, 
Silence the treetops, 
My child is sleeping. 
 
You palms of Bethlehem 
In the roaring wind, 
How can you today 
Bluster so angrily! 
O roar not so! 
Be still, bow 
Softly and gently; 
Silence the treetops! 
My child is sleeping. 
 
The child of heaven 
Endures this discomfort, 
Oh, how tired he has become 
Of earthly sorrow. 
Oh, now sleeping, 
Gently softened, 
His pain fades, 
Silence the treetops! 
My child is sleeping. 
 
Fierce cold 
Comes rushing, 
How shall I cover 
The little child's limbs? 
O all you angels, 
You winged ones 
Wandering in the wind. 
Silence the treetops! 
My child is sleeping. 
 

 
 
 


