
50  CANADIAN OPERA COMPANY 2016/2017There is so much to experience in our 17/18 season: great artists, glorious 
music, and—for the second year in a row—no increase in subscription prices. 
 
SUBSCRIBERS GET THE BEST SEATS AT THE BEST PRICES. 

It’s easy to renew or subscribe: Call 416-363-8231 or 1-800-250-4653, visit 
coc.ca or come and see us in the lobby on the main floor and Ring 4!

JOIN US AGAIN
IN 2017/2018!
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COC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

COC OPERA GUILDS
Brantford Opera Guild ~ David M. Cullen, President
Kingston Opera Guild ~ Grace Orzech, President
London Opera Guild ~ Ernest H. Redekop, President
Muskoka Opera Guild ~ Dr. Hans Heeneman, President
Sudbury Opera Guild ~ Dianne Moore, President

For more information, visit coc.ca/Guilds.

OFFICERS
Ms. Colleen Sexsmith, Chair
Mr. Justin Linden, Vice-Chair
Mr. Paul A. Bernards, Treasurer 
Mr. John H. Macfarlane, Secretary
Mr. Alexander Neef, 
	 General Director (ex officio)
Mr. Robert Lamb, 
	 Managing Director (ex officio)

MEMBERS
Ms. Yael Woodward Amaral 
Mr. Tony Arrell

CREDITS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Canadian Opera Company would like to thank all those 
who volunteer both on a daily basis and for special events 
with the company.

Michael Cooper, Official Photographer

Musical excerpts provided 
by Universal Classics

The COC is a member of Opera America, Opera.ca and TAPA.

The COC operates in agreement with Canadian Actors’ 
Equity Association.

The COC operates in agreement with I.A.T.S.E., Local #58, 
Local #822, Local #828.

Ms. Nora Aufreiter
Ms. Marcia Lewis Brown
Ms. Helen Burstyn
Mr. Philip C. Deck
Mr. Peter M. Deeb
Mr. George S. Dembroski
Mr. William Fearn
Mr. David Ferguson (ex officio)
Mr. Michael Gibbens
Mr. Peter Hinman
Dr. Linda Hutcheon
Ms. Carolyn Jarvis
Mr. Jeff Lloyd

Mr. Timothy Loftsgard
Ms. Anne Maggisano
Ms. Judy Matthews
Mr. Jonathan Morgan
Mr. James (Jim) Nicol
Ms. Frances Price
Mr. Jeffrey Remedios
Mr. J. Allen Smith
Mr. Philip S. W. Smith
Mr. Paul B. Spafford
Ms. Kristine (Kris) Vikmanis
Mr. Graham Watchorn
Mr. John H. (Jack) Whiteside

CANADIAN OPERA FOUNDATION DIRECTORS
Mr. Tony Arrell
Mr. Jonathan Bloomberg
Mr. J. Rob Collins

Mr. Philip C. Deck, Chair 
Mr. Christopher Hoffmann

Ms. Colleen Sexsmith
Mr. David Spiro, Secretary

SUPERNUMERARIES

www.ontariophil.ca
1-844-858-6711

DVORAK Cello Concerto 
with William Molina-Cestari 

Masters Series

Sun. Jan. 29, 2017 3pm RCM’s 
Koerner Hall (Toronto)
 Call: 416-408-0208
 Online: performance.rcmusic.ca

Headliner - extraordinary cellist, William Molina-Cestari, joins internationally 
renowned MAESTRO MARCO PARISOTTO & OP for the Cello Concerto  

in B minor, Op. 104, B. 191 in this rousing masterwork in Part II.   

In Part I, OP debuts the Canada 150 Mosaic Series (in collaboration with TSO), 
Launch! For Orchestra 2016, by Canadian composer, Vivian FUNG.  

LIZST’s Les Préludes, S 97 (Symphonic Poem No. 3) and DVORAK’s  
Slavonic Dance No. 2, Op. 72 in E minor continue the momentum.

William 
Molina-Cestari

Marco Parisotto, Music Director

ONP 005 Dvorak Cello Concerto Can Opera Ad1/4_FNL_r1.indd   1 2016-12-13   10:11 AM

GÖTTERDÄMMERUNG
Mark Garlin
Sarah McNaughton
Vladimir Pajovic 
Ryan Reeves
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ADMINISTRATION AND STAFF

Managing Director
Robert Lamb

Music Director
Johannes Debus

EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Executive Assistant to the 
	 General Director 
Marguerite Schabas

MUSIC AND ARTISTIC
ADMINISTRATION

Director of Music & Artistic 
Administration

Roberto Mauro

Contracts Manager
Karen Olinyk

Company Manager
Olwyn Lewis

Chorus Master
Sandra Horst

Assistant to the Music Director
Derek Bate

Scheduling Manager
Kathryn Garnett

Production Assistants
Katherine Belyea
Andréane Christiansen

Orchestra Personnel Manager
Ian Cowie

Music Librarian, Coach
Wayne Vogan

Assistant Music Librarian
Ondrej Golias

Music Staff
Rachel Andrist (The Magic Flute)
Ingmar Beck (The Magic Flute)
Anne Larlee (Götterdämmerung)
Michael Shannon (The Magic 

Flute)
Eric Weimer (Götterdämmerung)

COC ENSEMBLE STUDIO AND
ORCHESTRA ACADEMY

Director, COC Ensemble Studio 
and Orchestra Academy

Nina Draganic 

Head of the Ensemble Studio & 
Coach

Liz Upchurch

Head Vocal Consultant
Wendy Nielsen

Performance Kinetics Consultant
Jennifer Swan

COC Ensemble Studio
Emily D’Angelo
Lauren Eberwein
Hyejin Kwon
Danika Lorèn
Stéphane Mayer 
Samantha Pickett 
Megan Quick 
Bruno Roy 
Aaron Sheppard
Charles Sy

PRODUCTION 

Director of Production
Chuck Giles

Technical Director
Mike Ledermueller

Production Manager 
Michael Freeman

Lighting Co-ordinator
Daniele Guevara

Assistant Technical Directors
Autumn Coppaway 
Jake Gow 
Melynda Jurgenson

Assistant Production Manager
Shawna Green

Head Electrician
Joe Nalepka

Assistant Electricians
Ashley Rose
Joel Thoman

Head of Sound
Bob Shindle

Assistant Sound
Craig Kadoke

Head Carpenter
Paul Watkinson

Assistant Carpenter
David Middleton

Head Flyman
David Alexander

Head of Properties
Daniel Graham

Head of Front of House
Alex Maitland

Core Crew
Doug Closs
Terry Hurley
Paul Otis
Gregg Feor

Scene Shop Co-ordinator
Amy Cummings

Head Scene Shop Carpenter
David Retzleff

Assistant Scene Shop Carpenter
Andrew Walker

Head Scenic Artist
Richard Gordon

Assistant Head Scenic Artist
Katherine Lilley

Rehearsal Head Technician
Scott Williamson

Properties Supervisor
Wulf Higgins

Resident Properties Builder/
	 Co-ordinator
Stephanie Tjelios

Resident Properties Buyer/
	 Co-ordinator
Kathy Frost

Properties Builder/Co-ordinator
Tracy Taylor

Properties Builder
Carolyn Choo

ALEXANDER NEEF, General Director

559 College Street, Suite 401 
Toronto, ON  M6G 1A9   

416-323-3282
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Sondra Radvanovsky in Norma (COC, 2016), photo: Michael Cooper. 

NEW & 
 ENHANCED 
BENEFITS!

Renew or join by 
June 30, 2017 

to save!



Costume Supervisor 
Sandra Corazza 

Costume Co-ordinators 
Chloe Anderson 
Cassandra Spence 

Costume Assistants 
Natassia Brunato 
Christina Del Monte 

Resident Cutter 
Tracey Glas 

Assisted by 
Karen Hancock 
Rebecca Zimmerman
Leanne Renae

Additional Costumes 
Industry Costumes, assisted by    
	 Moira Clark
	 Janis Venziale
Avril Stevenson, assisted by 

Rebecca Boyd and Erin 
Huitema

Chris Read
Carl Bezanson
Seamless Costumes Ltd
Terri Dans
Martino Nyugen

Additional Painting and Dyeing 
Marjory Fielding 

Additional Millinery
Kaz Chopcian

Head of Wardrobe 
Nancy Hawkins 

Wardrobe Assistant 
Leslie Brown

Wig & Make-up Supervisor
Sharon Ryman

Head of Wig & Make-up Crew
Cori Ferguson

SURTITLES™ Producer
Gunta Dreifelds

SURTITLES™ Editor
Zane Kaneps

SURTITLES™ Assistants
Olwyn Lewis
John Sharpe

Supernumeraries Co-ordinators
Analee Stein
Elizabeth Walker

ADVANCEMENT

Chief Advancement Officer
Christie Darville

Executive Assistant to the 
	 Chief Advancement Officer
Elizabeth Scott

Manager, Government Relations
Amy Mushinski

Foundation Development
Janet Stubbs

Director of Development
Stephen Gilles

Senior Manager, Advancement 
Operations

Peter Hussell

Senior Manager, Events & 
Engagement

Tracy Abergel 

Senior Development Officer, 
Events & Engagement

Erin Koth

Development Officer, Events & 
Engagement 

Alexandra Folkes

Senior Development Officer, 
Stewardship

Emma Noakes

Senior Development Officer, 
Annual Programs & Patron 
Engagement 

Natalie Sandassie

Co-ordinators, Annual Programs & 
Patron Engagement

Brianna Chase
Julia Lewis

Senior Development Officer, 
Friends of the COC

Victor Widjaja

Individual Giving Co-ordinator, 
Friends of the COC 

Soojin Ahn

Senior Development Officer, 
Institutional Gifts

Francesco Corsaro

Senior Development Officer, 
Partnerships 

Sarah Heim

Development Communications 
Officer

Nikita Gourski

Advancement Operations Officers
John Kriter
Sophie Malek

COMMUNICATIONS

Chief Communications Officer
Steve Kelley

Director of Public Relations
Claudine Domingue

Senior Manager, Creative & 
Publications

Gianna Wichelow

Manager, Direct Sales and Giving
Richard Paradiso

Media Relations Manager
Jennifer Pugsley

Associate Manager, Marketing & 
Customer Service 

Eldon Earle

Associate Manager, Digital 
Marketing

Meighan Szigeti

Publicist and Publications 
	 Co-ordinator 
Kristin McKinnon

Digital Marketing Co-ordinator
Tanner Davies

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 

Associate Director, Education & 
Outreach

Katherine Semcesen

Program Manager, Free Concert 
Series 

Dorian Cox

Adult Programs Manager
Gianmarco Segato

School Programs Manager
Vanessa Smith

Children & Youth Programs 
	 Co-ordinator 
Amber Yared

TICKET SERVICES 

Ticket Services Manager 
Andrea Salin

Assistant Ticket Services Manager
Nikki Tremblay

Group Sales Co-ordinator
David Nimmo

Ticket Services Supervisor 
Lillian Fung

Ticket Services Supervisor 
Maureen Gualtieri

Ticket Services Representatives 
Ernest Cayemen
Nick Davis
Anna Kay Eldridge 
Peter Genoway
Christopher Hackett
Cat Haywood
Manda Kennedy
Keith Lam
Megan Miles
Kevin Morris
Paulina Saliba
Amelia Smart
Kat Smiley

CALL CENTRE 

Call Centre Representatives
Dona Arbabzadeh 
Catherine Belyea 
Frank Bushe
Taisa Dackiw
Keith Fernandes
Margaret Terry

FINANCE AND
ADMINISTRATION 

Director of Finance & 
Administration 

Lindy Cowan, CPA, CA

Human Resources Manager
Lorraine O’Connor, CHRP

Finance Manager
Saptarsi Saha, CPA, CA

General Accountants
Florence Huang
Zoran Orlic (FSCPA) 

Accounting Clerk
Vera Brjozovskaia

Payroll Accountants
Jovana Bojovic
Jeanny Won

Finance Assistant
Lorrie Element

Manager, IT Services
Steven Sherwood

Database Reporting Specialist
Brad Staples

IT Services Assistant
Tony Sandy

Archivist, Joan Baillie Archives 
Birthe Joergensen

Receptionist/Switchboard
Katarina Božovic

Mailroom Clerk/Courier 
Branka Hrsum

FOUR SEASONS CENTRE FOR 
THE PERFORMING ARTS

Director, Four Seasons Centre for 
the Performing Arts

Alfred Caron

Associate Director, Business 
Development 

Elizabeth Jones

Business & Events Co-ordinator 
Lori MacDonald

Assistant, Scheduling & Events
Hannah Gordon 

Patron Services Manager,
	 Front of House
Julia Somerville

Patron Services Manager,
	 Food & Beverage 
Brigitte Lang

Assistant Manager, 
	 Patron Services 
Kim Hutchinson-Barber

Senior Patron Services 
Supervisors

Stuart Constable
Melissa McDonnell
Kimberly Wu

Patron Services Supervisors 
Jamieson Eakin
Christine Groom
Sophia Wiens
Karol Carstensen
Amelia Smart
Kate Werneburg
Deena Nicklefork
Steven McDermott
Evan Steingarten
Ashley Westlake 
Susannah Mackay
Rosemary Williams

Patron Services Leads
Diana Pfeffer

BUILDING SERVICES 

Associate Director, Facilities 
Management

Joe Waldherr

Assistant Manager, Operations
Christian Coulter

Maintenance Assistants
Ryszard Gad (COC)
Branislav Peterman (COC)
Julian Peters (COC)
James Esposito (FSCPA)
Enrique Covarrubias Cortes 

(FSCPA)
Piotr Wiench (FSCPA)

Security Supervisor
Dave Samuels

Security Guards
George Balyasin
Abdi Gulleed
Natalia Juzyc
Usman Khalid
Nicholas Martin
Kathleen Minor
Heather Reid
Pavithra Sugumar

Building Operators
Dan Bisca
Dan Popescu
Adrian Tudoran

Eurest Services Supervisor 
Paula Da Costa

Eurest Services Team
Jennifer Barros
Nash Lim
Jimmy Pacheco
Sugey Torres
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© 2016 Mercedes-Benz Canada Inc.

Poise, precision, presence.
Mercedes-Benz Canada and the new 2017 GLC Coupe are proud to 
be the Official Automotive Sponsor of the Canadian Opera Company 
at the Four Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts. Learn more at 
mercedes-benz.ca/glc-coupe
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